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Dresden Drive Intersection Improvement 

July 13, 2021  

7:00 – 8:30 PM 

On Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at 7:00 PM, the City of Brookhaven hosted a virtual public forum for the Dresden Drive 
Intersection Improvement Analysis. The event was conducted virtually through Zoom and Facebook Live due to 
public health and social distancing concerns stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic. At this meeting, the 
project team presented findings from the existing conditions assessment and preliminary analysis from the 
traffic study for the intersections of Dresden Drive at Apple Valley Road, Dresden Drive at Ellijay Drive/Caldwell 
Road, and Dresden Drive at Clairmont Road. The project team also utilized live interactive polling to gather 
feedback from participants on their experiences traveling at the three intersections and potential improvements 
for each location. In addition to project team members, there were approximately 28 people who attended the 
meeting via Zoom, and more than 250 viewers via Facebook. 

This report provides an overview of the material presented and a summary of questions and comments that 
were received. Comments were accepted “live” during the virtual public forum through Zoom and Facebook 
Live, and electronically to the study team. A video of the recorded presentation is available on Facebook Live or 
YouTube for viewing at any time. A copy of the slide presentation is attached to this summary.  

FIGURE  1:  SCREENSHOT OF  THE  OPENING SLIDE  W ITH  PROJECT TEAM  MEMBERS  TO  THE  RIGHT 

Don Sherrill, Public Works Director for the City of Brookhaven, welcomed participants and thanked them for their 
interest in the Dresden Drive Intersection Improvement Analysis. Don discussed that this Intersection 
Improvement Analysis stems from a recommendation from the 2020 Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) 
Update to complete a thorough safety and operations analysis for these intersections. A request for proposals 
(RFP) was issued in February 2021, and after a competitive bidding process, the City selected Gresham Smith to 
conduct the analysis.  
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Following team member introductions, Don turned the presentation over to Erin Thoresen, senior transportation 
planner with Gresham Smith, to provide an overview of the project and to present findings from the existing 
conditions assessment, including existing land uses and character areas, transportation projects and 
developments, pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, intersection characteristics, and traffic calming measures in 
the vicinity of the study intersections. Land use along the Dresden Drive corridor consists of single- and multi-
family residential zoning dominating the study area, and there are mixed-use developments coming to the 
corridor such as Dresden Village. The project team is considering programmed transportation projects such as a 
LED street light conversion along the corridor, pedestrian crosswalk upgrades at existing rapid rectangular 
flashing beacon (RRFB) locations near Village Place Brookhaven, and signal and communication upgrades and 
pedestrian improvements as part of the GDOT-sponsored Automated Transportation Management System 
(ATMS) project at the three intersections (PI# 0013138). The intersections are in close proximity to destinations 
such as the Brookhaven-Oglethorpe MARTA Station, but there are some locations where bicycle and pedestrian 
accommodations are lacking or missing altogether. This presentation was based upon the draft existing 
conditions assessment; once this is finalized, the existing conditions assessment will be published on the City’s 
website.  

As an icebreaker exercise during this part of the presentation, participants were asked to describe Dresden Drive 
in three words using the Menti interactive polling application; results are presented below.  

FIGURE  2:  RESULTS  FOR  POLLING QUEST ION  #1 

Following the presentation on existing conditions, Erin continued by providing an overview of the Traffic Study 
Technical Memorandum findings, including a five-year crash history, and existing (2021) level-of-service and 
delay, and future (2046) level-of-service and delay if no improvements are made for each intersection. The 
following observations were presented by the project team: 

Five-Year Crash History
The Apple Valley Road intersection had 49 crashes between 2015 and 2019, with 12 crashes
resulting in injury (24 percent).

There were 26 rear-end crashes (53 percent) at this intersection which accounted for a
little over half the crashes in the past five years.
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There was also a pedestrian crash which resulted in serious injury and one bicycle
crash which did not result in injury.

The Ellijay Drive/ Caldwell Road intersection had 50 crashes between 2015 and 2019 with nine
crashes resulting in injury (18 percent).

There were 27 rear-end crashes (54 percent) at this intersection which accounted for a
little over half the crashes in the past five years.
There was also a pedestrian crash which did not result in injury at this intersection.

The Clairmont Road intersection had 151 crashes between 2015 and 2019, with 38 resulting in
injury and one fatal crash.

Among these crashes, there were 72 rear-end crashes (48 percent) and 57 angle
crashes (38 percent).
The fatal crash at the Clairmont Road intersection involved a pedestrian. All study
intersections currently operate at acceptable level-of-service (LOS) during peak
periods (LOS D or better), but experience multiple operational issues such as queuing
during peak hours.

Capacity and Level-of-Service (LOS)
The traffic growth rate was projected based on historic trends, Atlanta Regional Commission
(ARC) travel demand model and population forecasts, and approved/anticipated
developments.

Without any improvements, it is projected there will be greater delay and congestion
(LOS E) at the Apple Valley Road and Clairmont Road intersections during the
afternoon peak period 25 years from now in 2046.
The Ellijay Drive/Caldwell Road intersection is projected to continue to operate at an
acceptable LOS but with greater delay.

Erin turned over the presentation to Gresham Smith colleague Megha Young to present a summary of issues and 
concerns stemming from the technical analysis by the project team. Common themes emerging from the 
technical analysis include the following: 

Sidewalk gaps and missing crosswalks create safety issues for those walking along and across Dresden
Drive.
Intermittent congestion and delay at some intersections (e.g., for left turns at Ellijay Drive/Caldwell
Road) are projected to become worse if no improvements are made.
Sight distance issues and a lack of lighting at Clairmont Road contribute to unsafe conditions.
Ongoing and anticipated new development, particularly at the Apple Valley Road and Ellijay
Drive/Caldwell Road intersections, point to the need for safety and operational improvements.

Megha also discussed the findings from two intercept surveys conducted on May 27, 2021, during a weekday 
afternoon, and on June 12, 2021 during a Saturday morning in conjunction with the Brookhaven Farmer’s 
Market. The project team spoke with a total of 26 people during these two opportunities. Emerging themes 
include the following:  

Pedestrian traffic is primarily local – people who live in the area and walk for recreation or to visit local
businesses.
Concerns about speeding and congestion at intersections; sidewalk gaps; and lack of crosswalks at
Ellijay Drive across Dresden Drive.
Most people surveyed said that vehicles do not stop at flashing beacon crosswalks, making it dangerous
to cross Dresden Drive.
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Participants were then polled about other issues and concerns they have observed at these three intersections. 
Some common themes include the following: 

Speeding – Drivers travel too fast on Dresden Drive and Apple Valley Road to support walkabiility in the
area.
Bicycle and Pedestrian Infrastructure – Participants noted that traveling on foot or by bicycle on
Dresden Drive is not a safe or comfortable experience. There are not adequate bike facilities for cyclists
to safely ride. Sidewalk is missing on the north side of Dresden Drive and there is no crosswalk at Ellijay
Drive to cross Dresden Drive. Participants also noted that the three RRFB crosswalks at Village Place are
not visible to drivers and therefore dangerous for pedestrians. One participant stated that the safety of
pedestrians and cyclists should be prioritized over traffic efficiency/convenience.
Parking – Some participants mentioned there was not enough parking while other participants
requested that parking be kept to a minimum to foster a more walkable environment along Dresden
Drive, especially in the vicinity of Village Place.
Sight Distance for Drivers – Participants mentioned poor sight distance at the Apple Valley Road
intersection’s southbound right-turn lane. Several participants also pointed out that it is difficult to pull
out of side streets and driveways due to the inability to see past vehicles parked on the street. On-street
parking also makes it difficult to see pedestrians walking along Dresden Drive.
Development/Redevelopment – Some participants were concerned about the pace of development
and redevelopment in the area.
Truck Traffic – One participant mentioned that trucks travel too fast on Apple Valley Road north of
Dresden Drive. There was also concern expressed about trucks entering the Ashford Park
neighborhood.

Megha then provided an overview of preliminary, potential ideas that the project team is considering for each 
intersection, pending further analysis and evaluation. Potential ideas presented during the virtual public forum 
are as follows:  

Apple Valley Road Intersection
Fill sidewalk gaps and extend the existing sidewalk
Examine the feasibility of a single-lane roundabout
Add protected left turns (solid green arrow) with flashing yellow arrows
Install dual left-turn lanes on northbound Apple Valley Road (to westbound Dresden Drive)
Install a dedicated left-turn lane on southbound Apple Valley Road (to eastbound Dresden
Drive)

Ellijay Drive/Caldwell Road Intersection
Fill sidewalk gaps and extend the existing sidewalk
Explore adding crosswalks and pedestrian signals across Dresden Drive at Ellijay Drive

Clairmont Road Intersection
Extend the existing sidewalk along Dresden Drive
Upgrade traffic signals to include flashing yellow arrows for left turns
Extend the eastbound right-turn lane on Dresden Drive (to southbound Clairmont Road)
Prohibit right turns on red from eastbound and westbound Dresden Drive (due to sight
distance issues)
Evaluate the need for no loading/no parking signage along Clairmont Road
Work with the City of Chamblee and property owners to mitigate driveway turning conflicts

Participants were then polled to gather feedback about which ideas most resonate with them. Results from this 
question are presented in Figure 3. New crosswalks and pedestrian signals generated the most interest among 
participants, followed by filling sidewalk gaps and extending sidewalk.  
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FIGURE  3:  INTEREST AMONG PART ICIPANTS  BY  PROJECT TYPE  

The last polling question served as an opportunity for participants to share their ideas to address safety and 
operations at the intersections. Input generated from this polling question includes the following: 

Improve the condition of sidewalks and crosswalks.
Prioritize bicycle use and consider installing a protected or unprotected bicycle lane.
Install high-intensity activated crosswalk (HAWK) beacons at Camille Drive and Fernwood Circle to
promote safe and visible pedestrian crossings across Dresden Drive.
Explore a left turn protected signal at Dresden Drive and Apple Valley Road to facilitate safer left
turns onto Apple Valley Road.
A roundabout at the Apple Valley Road intersection was not supported among several particpants.
Explore truck restrictions along Dresden Drive and on Apple Valley Road north of Dresden Drive.
Explore methods to improve safety along Dresden Drive such as reducing the speed limit, installing
raised crosswalks, and improving visibility of existing RRFB crosswalks at Village Place.
Reduce traffic on residential streets adjacent to Dresden Drive, not just those which intersect Dresden
Drive.
Designate rideshare pick-up and drop-off points along Dresden Drive.
Narrow lane widths to help reduce speeding along Dresden Drive.
Eliminate on-street parking along Dresden Drive or consider implementing angle parking to reduce
conflicts between cyclists, passengers in the parked cars, and motorists.
There were mixed opinions in reference to past discussions that would utilize the property at 1382
Dresden Drive to create a new roadway connection between Green Meadows Lane and Ellijay Drive
and re-align the intersection at Ellijay Drive. Per City Council resolution on May 4, 2021, this property will
likely be used for greenspace, instead; the project team, therefore, is not evaluating the new roadway
connection as part of this study.

At the conclusion of the presentation, Megha outlined additional opportunities for community members to 
share feedback and learn about the progress of the study. These include a City Council work session on July 27, 
2021 to present progress, key findings, and community input to-date; a second public forum in September 2021 
to present draft preliminary recommendations; and a final City Council presentation in November 2021 to 
present the draft final recommendations and report prior to adoption. 
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Participants were invited to submit questions or comments during the meeting via the Zoom chat feature or 
Facebook Live comment feature. Following the presentation, City of Brookhaven Communications Manager, 
Ann Marie Quill, served as moderator, presenting the questions for the project team to answer. Some 
participants also submitted verbal comments and questions via the Zoom platform. Respondents submitted a 
range of comments and questions addressing the intersections and the scope of the project. Recurring themes 
that emerged from the comments submitted and addressed by the project manager are summarized as follows. 

Development Assumptions - The project team was asked about development assumptions in the
request for proposals (RFP) and if those have changed. Gresham Smith Project Manager Nithin Gomez
clarified that these assumptions were used, vetted and updated in accordance with the City for
consideration in the traffic study. Each approved development project was assigned a a traffic growth
rate based upon approved traffic studies and trip generation rates consistent with the methodology
from the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual.  These assumptions will be
included in the traffic study, which will be posted to the City’s website once finalized.
Crash Data – The project team was asked about how crash data was collected for this study. Nithin
explained that when crashes occur within the City, the Brookhaven Police Department or other
responding law enforcement agencies create crash reports, which are then submitted to the Georgia
Department of Transportation (GDOT).  The project team accessed crash data for the study intersections
through GDOT’s Georgia Electronic Accident Reporting System (GEARS).
Bicycle Infrastructure – Participants requested that more emphasis be placed on bicyclists not just
these intersections, but also in the surrounding neighborhoods. It was noted that the Brookhaven Bike
Alliance has prioritized the redesign of Dresden Drive as bike-friendly corridor in a 2019 poll.
Zoning – Sidewalks and multi-use path requirements vary by zoning district, and two of the three study
intersections are within the Peachtree Overlay District, which has specific regulations by zoning class for
multimodal infrastructure. The project team is aware of this and will consider these requirements in
developing preliminary recommendations.
Sidewalk vs. Multi-Use Paths – Several comments discussed the standards for sidewalks vs. multi-use
paths and use by bicycles. GDOT and the City of Brookhaven follow the minimum width guidelines of
ten feet (10’) for shared-use or multi-use paths established by the American Association of State
Highway Transportation Officials (AASHTO). These facilities can be used by all forms of non-motorized
transportation, including pedestrians, cyclists, and skaters.
Traffic Considerations – Participants noted the need to reflect what is happening in the surrounding
neighborhoods and along Peachtree Road (SR 141) as inputs for this study. Beyond the developments,
participants asked about the type of data the project team used to inform 2046 future traffic volumes
for the intersections. Nithin discussed that the anticipated annual background growth in traffic was
based on both historical traffic trends, as well as future population and traffic predictions in the study
area. Historical growth rates were calculated based on historical traffic count data obtained from GDOT
at multiple count stations in the vicinity of the study area.
Community Engagement – There was a question about the community engagement that had been
conducted for this Intersection Improvement Analysis. In addition to project team conducting two
intercept survey sessions, this virtual public forum is part of the engagement process. The project team
will host additional opportunities for engagement prior to the completion of the analysis in November
2021. Furthermore, the project team was provided with a copy of a presentation given to City Council
members John Park and Madeleine Simmons on October 5, 2020 by representatives of Brookhaven
Fields and Ashford Park. The team will review this information for incorporation into the Intersection
Improvement Analysis. City Council representative John Park for District 2 also had some remarks
regarding a desire for a more granular look at what can be done in the neighborhoods beyond the
intersections. Councilman Park also encouraged any residents with concerns to reach out to him.
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APPENDIX B: TRAFFIC STUDY TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM  

Dresden Drive Intersection Improvement 

AAppendix C: 
Public Forum Summaries and Comments 

C-1: Virtual Public Forum -  (July 13, 2021)

C-2: Public Open House – Draft Recommendations (September 29, 2021)

C-3: Virtual Public Forum – Updated Traffic Study Data Needs and Assumptions (March 3, 2022)

C-4: Public Open House – Draft Recommendations and Considerations (April 14, 2022)
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Public Forum Open House - Summary 

September 29, 2021 | 7:00 – 8:30 PM 

Brookhaven City Hall 

The City of Brookhaven hosted a Public Forum Open House for the Dresden Drive Intersection Improvement 
Analysis on Wednesday, September 29, 2021 at 7:00 PM. The open house was held in-person at Brookhaven City 
Hall, as the team felt it was important to provide an opportunity for dialog and exchanges of information and to 
be able to answer questions from participants in real-time. In keeping with public health best practices and City 
protocol in light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, participants were strongly encouraged to wear facemasks 
and maintain social distance while inside the building. Since the meeting was conducted as an open house, 
attendees were encouraged to arrive at any time during the 90-minute window and were free to browse 
materials at their own pace. Display boards were spaced out around the room and team members and City staff 
were present to answer questions and discuss the materials presented. In addition to the project team and City 
staff, approximately 35 people attended the Public Forum Open House, and another ten people submitted 
comments via email.  

The purpose of the Public Forum Open House was to present 
draft recommendations for improvements to the three 
intersections being evaluated as part of this study and to 
solicit feedback and comments from community members. 
Materials presented include an overview of the study and its 
purpose, key findings from an assessment of existing 
conditions, information about ongoing transportation 
projects near the study intersections, and draft 
recommendations for each of the study intersections as well 
as for potential future neighborhood traffic calming. Display 
boards presented during the Public Forum Open House are 
included as an attachment to this summary and are also 
available on the study webpage at: 

https://www.brookhavenga.gov/publicworks/page/dresden-drive-intersection-improvement-study. 

The following sections provide a brief overview of the materials presented during the Public Forum Open House. 
A summary of key themes from community comments and feedback is also provided.  

Study Overview 

The first display board provides an overview of the Dresden Drive Intersection Improvement Analysis and how 
this study relates to the City’s Comprehensive Transportation Plan Update from 2020. It also briefly discusses 
how two of the study intersections fall within the boundaries of the Peachtree Road Overlay district and within 
the study area for the City’s ongoing visioning effort for a City Centre Master Plan. It shows the location of the 
study intersections – Apple Valley Road, Ellijay Drive/Caldwell Road, and Clairmont Road – within the Dresden 
Drive corridor, and summarizes the purpose of the intersection improvement analysis.  

Existing Conditions and Prior Activities 

The next board provides a brief synopsis of key findings from the team’s assessment of existing conditions, 
including the gaps in the sidewalk network, intermittent traffic congestion and delay experienced at signalized 

A project team member talks with attendees during 
the September 29, 2021 Public Forum Open House 
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intersections, the lack of sufficient lighting at the Clairmont Road intersection, and the need for continued safety 
and operational improvements as the area west of Village Place Brookhaven continues to develop. It also 
summarizes three ongoing transportation projects, which will have positive impacts on the study intersections:  

Dresden Drive Street Light Improvements - The City is working with Georgia Power to improve
lighting along the Dresden Drive corridor and convert all existing street lights to more energy-efficient
LED.
Dresden Drive ITS Improvements (GDOT PI# 0013138) - This GDOT-sponsored project will expand the
ITS network along Dresden Drive from Peachtree Road (SR 141) to Clairmont Road. This includes signal
upgrades and pedestrian improvements at the Ellijay Drive/ Caldwell Road intersection as well as
communications upgrades at the Apple Valley Road and Clairmont Road intersections.
Pedestrian Crosswalk Upgrades - The City of Brookhaven received Local Maintenance and
Improvement Grant (LMIG) funding to upgrade three existing rapid-flashing beacons at Camille Drive,
Apalachee Drive, and the Village Place Brookhaven entrance. Improvements will include new lighted
crosswalk signs, in-pavement lighting, and new pavement markings. Note: Contractor bids were due to 
the City of Brookhaven on September 30, 2021, and it is anticipated that this project will be completed 
by the end of the year. 

Attendees who viewed this board were curious about details of the ongoing transportation projects, particularly 
the upgrades to the flashing beacon crosswalks.  They generally expressed positive feedback about the ongoing 
and planned improvements.  

Draft Intersection Recommendations 

The next three display boards provide conceptual intersection-level diagrams and bullet-point descriptions of 
draft proposed improvements for each of the three study area intersections. Each board also includes a list of 
potential benefits that are anticipated from the recommended improvements.   

Apple Valley Road – Proposed recommendations at this intersection including additional turn lanes
with accompanying traffic signal phasing changes, leading pedestrian intervals to give people walking a
few seconds to enter the crosswalk before vehicles are given a green signal, and new wide sidewalk and
multi-use path segments. The sidewalk and multi-use path recommendations are consistent with the
City’s Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trail Plan (BPTP), as well as the Peachtree Road Overlay district
requirements. A midblock crossing is also recommended near Sunland Drive, so that people on foot can
cross from one side of Apple Valley Road to the other.
Ellijay Drive/Caldwell Road – Proposed recommendations at this intersection are intended to
complement the ongoing ITS project, which is making several improvements at this intersection: new
fiber cable; new traffic signals with retroreflective backplates and flashing yellow arrows for left turns;
moving signal poles; new pedestrian crossing signals; pedestrian warning strips at curb ramps; and
repaving and restriping pavement markings, among other things. Recommendations proposed as part
of this study include a new crosswalk and pedestrian signals across the east leg of the intersection at
Ellijay Drive, and extending the sidewalk on the north side of Dresden Drive west from Caldwell Road to
the new proposed crosswalk at Ellijay Drive.
Clairmont Road – At this intersection, the team recommends extending the eastbound right-turn lane;
adding right-turn arrows for eastbound and westbound right-turns and prohibiting right-turns on red
due to sight distance issues; adding flashing yellow arrows for all left-turn; and several steps to improve
access management and lighting at the intersection. A new segment of multi-use path is proposed for
the south side of Dresden Drive, consistent with the City’s BPTP and approved sidewalk list for this
district.



Dresden Drive Intersection Improvement  

SUMMARY OF SECOND PUBLIC FORUM – SEPTEMBER 29, 2021                33 

Draft Traffic Calming Recommendations 
As part of the intersection improvement analysis, the project team was tasked with evaluating existing traffic 
calming measures and proposing new or revised measures for neighborhood streets that can be accessed 
through the Ellijay Drive/Caldwell Road intersection, between Briarwood Road to the south and Redding Road to 
the north. In conducting a network analysis, the team identified streets where no traffic calming measures are 
currently in place and considered which of these streets might be used as cut-throughs to access other collector 
streets or neighborhood streets. It is recommended that the City consider installing traffic calming measures 
consistent with its existing Traffic Calming Program on a number of neighborhood streets, which are shown and 
listed on the display board, as presented in the attachment to this summary. 

Community Comments and Key Themes 
Attendees were asked to fill out comment forms on-site during the meeting, but also had the opportunity to 
provide written comments via email until October 10, 2021. This section summarizes some of the common 
themes among the comments that were submitted.  

Apple Valley Road Intersection 

Left turns from Apple Valley to Dresden Drive are not the key issue here (several comments pointed to
the intersection at Peachtree Road, which is outside of the scope of this study).
The improvements favor vehicular traffic over walking and biking.
Dual northbound left turn lanes are too much for this intersection (several people expressed concern
that this will draw more traffic from North Druid Hills Road).
Sharrows are not needed on Parkside Drive and are not likely to be used. 
People expressed support for protected left-turn phases.
People would like to see more bike infrastructure at this intersection; specifically several comments
suggested that instead of adding turn lanes, the recommendatiosn should focus on reducing or
narrowing vehicle lanes and adding bike lanes on Apple Valley Road, or should prioritize biking and
walking rather than driving in this area.

Ellijay Drive/Caldwell Road Intersection 

Several comments touched on the issue with the shared center left-turn lane between the intersections,
suggesting other options, including: making it one-way (rather than two-way) so that people can only
turn left onto Caldwell Road, providing left-turn arrows for turning from Dresden Drive onto Ellijay
Drive, and considering side-by-side left-turn lanes.
Add proper bike lanes to Dresden Drive in this area, particularly in the westbound direction.
Concerns with limited sight distance caused by on-street parking and rideshare services blocking traffic,
especially near Ellijay Drive and the Valenza/Haven parking lot.
Support for adding the new crosswalk at the east leg of Ellijay Drive, aligning crosswalks, and making it
safer to cross Dresden Drive.

Clairmont Road Intersection 

Very few intersection-specific comments were provided.
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Additional Neighborhood Traffic Calming

Several people expressed concern about cut-through traffic in Brookhaven Fields and on Sunland Drive.
People generally support traffic calming – to help people cross Dresden Drive and to reduce
neighborhood cut-through traffic. Suggestions were made to increase signage indicating traffic
calming, making sure traffic calming devices are bicycle-triendly.
Some comments indicate that speed humps do not calm traffic.
Location specific comments were made regarding several locations:

o Caldwell Road: more center islands, extend trafflc calming past Redding Road, replace medians
as they are detrimental to cyclists.

o Add speed humps to Sunland Drive.
o Make E Osborne a two-way street (to deter using Sunland Drive as a cut-through).

Other / General Comments 

Not enough is being done to provide safe, comfortable facilities for bicyclists. There is strong interest in
encouraging more of a “complete streets” approach within Brookhaven, which requires more of a
comprehensive and network-driven approach. Several comments stated a desire for prioritizing multi-
modal safety and connectivity, as well as in having bike lanes along the length of Dresden Drive. The
draft recommendations favor car travel over biking and walking, and do not do enough to provide
facilites for cyclists.
Participants would like to have sidewalks along the full length of Dresden Drive.
Several people suggested that bike lanes should be provided along Dresden Drive instead of the multi-
use path.
A more comprehensive study is needed to look at all of Dresden Drive as well as other streets like
Redding Drive, North Druid Hills Road, and the intersection of Peachtree Road at Dresden Drive.
Several participants expressed support for the improved flashing beacon crosswalks.
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Dresden Drive Intersection Improvement Analysis 

APPENDIX C: PUBLIC FORUM SUMMARIES AND COMMENTS        

The following are written comments received at the September 29, 2021 in-person public open house  
along with their responses. Please note that responses were provided only to individuals  

who provided an email address on the comment card or meeting sign-in sheet. 
 

  







































[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at 
 

 
Hi there, I have read through the draft from the open house public forum. I was discouraged to see that 
traffic calming measures will stop before Caldwell crosses Redding. People do not frequently turn left 
onto Redding to get on Peachtree where they have to fight traffic and stoplights. They continue down 
Caldwell where they don't have anything to slow them down. Since the road is so wide on this section, 
they tend to speed even faster, which is why speed humps are desperately needed here. Please consider 
the impact all of these additional developments and traffic are going to cause to those of us who want 
to feel safe in our neighborhood, not to mention the children coming and going to school. 
 
Sincerely, 
Christine Ertley 

 





















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCOMMENT CARD  

DDresden Drive Intersection Improvement Analysis 
Public Forum Open House | September 29, 2021 

Please provide comments and feedback about the draft recommendations presented at this public forum open house.  

Dresden Drive at Apple Valley Road  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dresden Drive at Ellijay Drive / Caldwell Road  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dresden Drive at Clairmont Road   
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional Neighborhood Traffic Calming
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Other Comments 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name:  _______________________________________  E--mail  Address:: _____ 

Street Name or Neighborhood:: _______________________________________________  

Please return this comment card to the registration table or hand it to any project team member.  
You may also submit comments via email (nithin.gomez@greshamsmith.com) until Sunday, October 10, 2021. 









APPENDIX B: TRAFFIC STUDY TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM  

Dresden Drive Intersection Improvement 

AAppendix C: 
Public Forum Summaries and Comments 

C-1: Virtual Public Forum -  (July 13, 2021)

C-2: Public Open House – Draft Recommendations (September 29, 2021)

C-3: Virtual Public Forum – Updated Traffic Study Data Needs and Assumptions (March 3, 2022)

C-4: Public Open House – Draft Recommendations and Considerations (April 14, 2022)
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SSummary of Third Virtual Public Forum 

March 3, 2022 

7:00 – 8:00 PM 

Overview 
On Thursday, March 3, 2022 at 7:00 PM, the City of Brookhaven hosted a virtual public forum for the Dresden 
Drive Intersection Improvement Analysis. The event was conducted virtually through Zoom and Facebook Live 
due to public health and social distancing concerns stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic. At this meeting, 
the project team presented their revised approach and data assumptions to support the analysis of 21 
intersections and 22 roadway segments in the vicinity of Dresden Drive. In addition to project team members, 
there were approximately 12 people who attended the meeting via Zoom, and more than 170 viewers via 
Facebook. 

This report provides an overview of the material presented and a summary of questions and comments that 
were received. Comments were accepted “live” during the virtual public forum through Zoom and Facebook 
Live, and electronically to the study team. A video of the recorded presentation is available on Facebook Live or 
YouTube for viewing at any time. A copy of the slide presentation is attached to this summary.  

FIGURE 1: SCREENSHOT OF THE SLIDE ON THE REVISED PROJECT APPROACH WITH PROJECT TEAM MEMBERS TO THE RIGHT 

Presentation 
Don Sherrill, Public Works Director for the City of Brookhaven, welcomed participants and thanked them for their 
interest in the Dresden Drive Intersection Improvement Analysis. Don discussed that this Intersection 
Improvement Analysis stems from a recommendation from the 2020 Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) 
Update to complete a thorough safety and operations analysis for these intersections, and that the scope was 
revamped to complete a more thorough analysis of neighborhood traffic movements to consider options for 
traffic calming beyond what is in place now on neighborhood streets due to possible increases in potential 
future traffic. 
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Following team member introductions, Don turned the presentation over to Erin Thoresen, senior transportation 
planner with Gresham Smith, to provide an overview of the project and activities leading up to the meeting, 
including new data collection and revised assumptions for developments and their impact on traffic along 
Dresden Drive and within the Ashford Park and Brookhaven Fields Neighborhoods.  

Following the presentation on the revised approach, Erin turned the presentation over to Chelsea Lincoln, traffic 
engineer with Gresham Smith, to provide an overview on the new data and the specific intersections and 
roadway segments now covered under the new analysis scope. New turning movement counts were collected at 
all study intersections and new 24-hour classification and speed counts were collected at all study roadway 
segments. Assumptions now include both potential and planned future development along the Dresden Drive 
corridor at the following locations: 

MARTA property surrounding the Brookhaven-Oglethorpe MARTA Station
PR-3 zoned properties along Apple Valley Road north of Dresden Drive
Four PR-2 zoned properties along Dresden Drive (i.e. Terwilliger-Pappas)
Dresden Village
University Baptist Church

Traffic generated by the listed developments will be added to all growth scenario traffic projections as part of 
the revised traffic study. There will now be nine combinations of analyses considering three growth scenarios 
(low, medium, and high) and three future analysis years (2027, 2037, and 2047). The analysis will also include 
level of service and delay at all critical study intersections (Peachtree Road, Apple Valley Road, Ellijay Drive, 
Caldwell Road, and Clairmont Road). Chelsea then proceed to provide a high-level overview of findings to-date 
such as traffic increases at each intersection and segment by projected percentage increase through 2047 as 
well as level-of-service without improvements in 2047.  

Chelsea then turned the presentation over to Nithin Gomez, senior transportation engineer and project 
manager, to talk about next steps for the analysis. Nithin discussed the types of recommendations that he 
anticipates the project team will develop including intersection improvements, bicycle facility considerations, 
and further considerations for traffic impact analyses for future potential development proposals. He noted that 
this study does not consider a corridor-wide assessment for bicycle facilities because the City of Brookhaven is 
committed to updating its Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Master Plan, which was adopted in 2016. Nithin then 
talked about the updated Traffic Study Technical Memorandum and Final Study Report and the components of 
each of these deliverables within the revised scope. The presentation closed with a timeline of next steps, 
including a public meeting in April 2022, a presentation to the Mayor and City Council, and adoption of the final 
deliverables in mid-June.  

SSummary of Questions and Comments 
Participants were invited to submit questions or comments during the meeting via the Zoom chat feature or 
Facebook Live comment feature. Following the presentation, City of Brookhaven Communications Manager, 
Ann Marie Quill, served as moderator, presenting the questions for the project team to answer. Some 
participants also submitted verbal comments and questions via the Zoom platform. Respondents submitted a 
range of comments and questions addressing the intersections and the scope of the project. Recurring themes 
that emerged from the comments submitted and addressed by the project manager are summarized as follows. 

Traffic Calming Locations – Participants asked about potential traffic calming recommendations at
several locations in the vicinty of Dresden Drive including along Camille Drive (projected 105 percent
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increase). One participant asked about the feasibility of speed cushions and speed tables along Dresden 
Drive.  
Pedestrian Infrastructure – One participant appreciated the new pedestrian crossing
accommodations with illuminated crosswalks near Village Place Brookhaven. One participant also asked
if the bicycle facility considerations will be made through a Complete Streets lenses, but this will be
addressed at a later time during the update of the Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Plan slated to kick off
later in 2022.
Apple Valley Road Intersection – One comment suggested that leading pedestrian intervals (LPIs)
should be implemented at the intersection to allow pedestrians a head start of several seconds when
crossing Dresden Drive and Apple Valley Road before vehicular traffic is given a green signal. This would
improve multimodal safety at this intersection.
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APPENDIX C: PUBLIC FORUM SUMMARIES AND COMMENTS 

The following are written comments received at the March 3, 2022 virtual public forum  
along with their responses. Please note that responses were provided only to individuals 

who provided an email address on the comment card or meeting sign-in sheet. 
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Dresden Drive Intersection Improvement 

AAppendix C: 
Public Forum Summaries and Comments 

C-1: Virtual Public Forum -  (July 13, 2021)

C-2: Public Open House – Draft Recommendations (September 29, 2021)

C-3: Virtual Public Forum – Updated Traffic Study Data Needs and Assumptions (March 3, 2022)

C-4: Public Open House – Draft Recommendations and Considerations (April 14, 2022)
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PPublic Open House - Summary 

April 14, 2022 | 7:00 – 8:30 PM 

Brookhaven City Hall 

The City of Brookhaven hosted a Public Open House for the Dresden Drive Intersection Improvement Analysis on 
Thursday, April 14, 2022 at 7:00 PM. The open house was held in-person at Brookhaven City Hall, as the team felt 
it was important to provide an opportunity for dialog and exchanges of information and to be able to answer 
questions from participants in real-time. Since the meeting was conducted as an open house, attendees were 
encouraged to arrive at any time during the 90-minute window and were free to browse materials at their own 
pace. Display boards were spaced out around the room and team members and City staff were present to 
answer questions and discuss the materials presented. In addition to the project team and City staff, 
approximately 13 people attended the Public Forum Open House, and another two people submitted 
comments via email.  

The purpose of the Public Open House was to present draft 
recommendations for improvements to the four critical study 
intersections being evaluated as part of this study and to 
solicit feedback and comments from community members. 
Materials presented include an overview of the study and the 
revised approach, a summary of draft recommendations and 
considerations, and draft recommendations for each of the 
study intersections as well as for traffic calming strategies and 
other considerations for on-street bicycle facilities and 
development traffic studies.  

Display boards presented during the Public Forum Open 
House are included as an attachment to this summary and 
are also available on the study webpage at: 
https://www.brookhavenga.gov/publicworks/page/dresden-drive-intersection-improvement-study. 

The following sections provide a brief overview of the materials presented during the Public Open House. A 
summary of key themes from community comments and feedback is also provided.  

Study Overview – Study Update and Revised Approach 

The first display board provides an overview of the Dresden Drive Intersection Improvement Study and how this 
study relates to the City’s Comprehensive Transportation Plan Update from 2020. It also briefly discusses how 
two of the study intersections fall within the boundaries of the Peachtree Road Overlay district and within the 
study area for the City’s ongoing visioning effort for a City Centre Master Plan. It shows the location of the study 
intersections – Apple Valley Road, Ellijay Drive/Caldwell Road, and Clairmont Road – within the Dresden Drive 
corridor, and summarizes the purpose of the intersection improvement analysis.  

Summary of Draft Recommendations and Considerations 

The second board presents the intersection recommendations, traffic calming measures, and other 
considerations at a high level. Not included on the other boards is a recommendation for the City of Brookhaven 
to work with the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) to explore widening Peachtree Road to six lanes 

PUBLIC MEETING  PARTICIPANTS TALK  WITH PROJECT

MANAGER NITHIN GOMEZ  AND CITY COUNCILMEMBER

JOHN PARK 
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with three travel lanes in each direction, constructing additional turn lanes and turn lane improvements, and 
adjusting traffic signal phasing.  

Draft Recommendations – Intersection Improvements 

The next three display boards provided conceptual intersection-level diagrams and bullet-point descriptions of 
draft proposed improvements for each of the three study area intersections. Each board also includes a list of 
potential benefits that are anticipated from the recommended vehicular and bicycle & pedestrian 
improvements.   

Apple Valley Road – Proposed recommendations at this intersection including additional turn lanes
with accompanying traffic signal phasing changes, leading pedestrian intervals to give people walking a
few seconds to enter the crosswalk before vehicles are given a green signal, and new wide sidewalk and
multi-use path segments. The sidewalk and multi-use path recommendations are consistent with the
City’s Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trail Plan (BPTP), as well as the Peachtree Road Overlay district
requirements. A midblock crossing is also recommended near Sunland Drive, so that people on foot can
cross from one side of Apple Valley Road to the other.
Ellijay Drive/Caldwell Road – Proposed recommendations at this intersection are intended to
complement the ongoing ITS project, which is making several improvements at this intersection: new
fiber cable; new traffic signals with retroreflective backplates and flashing yellow arrows for left turns;
moving signal poles; new pedestrian crossing signals; pedestrian warning strips at curb ramps; and
repaving and restriping pavement markings, among other things. Recommendations proposed as part
of this study include a new crosswalk and pedestrian signals across the east leg of the intersection at
Ellijay Drive, and extending the sidewalk on the north side of Dresden Drive west from Caldwell Road to
the new proposed crosswalk at Ellijay Drive.
Clairmont Road – At this intersection, the team recommends extending the eastbound right-turn lane;
adding right-turn arrows for eastbound and westbound right-turns and prohibiting right-turns on red
due to sight distance issues; adding flashing yellow arrows for all left-turn; and several steps to improve
access management and lighting at the intersection. A new segment of multi-use path is proposed for
the south side of Dresden Drive, consistent with the City’s BPTP and approved sidewalk list for this
district.

Draft Recommendations - Traffic Calming Strategies 

As part of the intersection improvement analysis, the project team was tasked with evaluating existing traffic 
calming measures and proposing new or revised measures for neighborhood streets that can be accessed 
through the critical study intersections. Draft traffic calming strategies presented included alternatives on the 
north and south sides of Dresden Drive through the installation of either diagonal diverters or mini-
roundabouts. 

Other Considerations 

The seventh and final display board included information regarding on-street bicycle considerations including 
the existing cross-section for Dresden Drive and a potential cross-section. While the City of Brookhaven is 
planning to prepare an update to the Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Plan starting in 2022, some community 
members have expressed a desire for installing on-street bicycle facilities along Dresden Drive. This board 
discusses trade-offs to accommodate on-street bicycle lanes including losing the existing on-street parking, 
losing the two-way center left-turn lane, requiring additional right-of-way beyond what is currently available, 
and relocating utilities. This board also covered development traffic study considerations. As new development 
proposals are advanced in the future, the City should require developers to conduct more comprehensive traffic 
impact studies as part of these applications. These studies should be based on actual development quantities 
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put forth by the proposal and should take into account the most current traffic data and growth assumptions at 
the time of the application. 

CCommunity Comments and Key Themes 
Attendees were asked to fill out comment forms on-site during the meeting, but also had the opportunity to 
provide written comments via email until April 28, 2022. This section summarizes some of the common themes 
among the comments that were submitted.  

Peachtree Road Intersection 

Several comments noted that turning cycles are not long enough at the intersection
Improvements here need to be coordinated with the North Druid Hills Road intersection
Consider following the recommendations from the City Centre Master Plan for this location (implement
a road diet)
Several questions were presented about the lack of a concept layout for this location – it was not part of
the scope of this analysis

Apple Valley Road Intersection 

Sharrows are not needed on Parkside Drive and are not likely to be used
People expressed support for protected left-turn phases
Multi-use path may be unsafe for pedestrians

Ellijay Drive/Caldwell Road Intersection 

Concerns with limited sight distance caused by on-street parking and rideshare services blocking traffic,
especially near Ellijay Drive and the Valenza/Haven parking lot
Support for adding the new crosswalk at the east leg of Ellijay Drive, aligning crosswalks, and making it
safer to cross Dresden Drive

Clairmont Road Intersection 

The road should only be expanded to build protected bicycle lanes
Overall, very few intersection-specific comments were provided

Traffic Calming Strategies 

Most who provided comments preferred mini-roundabouts to diagonal diverters in both the Ashford
Park and Brookhaven Fields neighborhoods
Consider installing a speed limit sign with speed feedback along Ellijay Drive as well as additional speed
tables
One attendee preferred a temporary installation of a diagonal diverter rather than permanent
installation but overall preferred mini-roundabouts at Redding Road and Winding Lane
Several attendees commented that the mini-roundabout will make the four-way stop at Ellijay
Drive/Coosawattee Drive and Cartecay Drive safer
Several attendees commented on the offset nature of the Redding Road at Caldwell Road intersection
and that a mini-roundabout would be preferrable over a diagonal diverter
One Fernwood resident was concerned about blocked access for residents in the area
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Other Considerations

People expressed the need for a sidewalk on the north side of Dresden Drive between Apple Valley
Road and Caldwell Road
On-street parking at Village Place Brookhaven along Dresden Drive should be allocated to rideshare
pick-up and drop-off
One attendee thought a two-way cycle track on the south side of Dresden Drive could be a feasible
alternative to the potential cross-section presented during the public open house
One participant suggested audible pedestrian countdowns in the vicinity of Village Place Brookhaven
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Dresden Drive Intersection Improvement Analysis 

APPENDIX C: PUBLIC FORUM SUMMARIES AND COMMENTS        

The following are written comments received at the April 14, 2022 in-person public open house  
along with their responses. Please note that responses were provided only to individuals  

who provided an email address on the comment card or meeting sign-in sheet. 
 
 
 











































CCOMMENT CARD  

DDresden Drive Intersection Improvement Study 
Public Open House | April 14, 2022 

Traffic Calming Strategies - North of Dresden Drive 

Of the two alternatives, which do you prefer? 

Alternative A (diagonal diverters at Ashford Rd and N Thompson Rd and at Caldwell Rd and Cheshire Way
and closing access on Redding Way between Redding Rd and Winding Ln)
Alternative B (diagonal diverter at Redding Rd and Caldwell Rd)

Please explain your preference below 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you prefer Alternative A, do you prefer closing access on Ashford Rd instead of a diagonal diverter at Ashford Rd 
and N Thompson Rd?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please provide any additional comments 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Traffic Calming Strategies - South of Dresden Drive 

Diagonal diverter at Ellijay Dr/Coosawattee Dr and Cartecay Dr and closing a portion of Fernwood Cir, and speed 
tables along Briarwood Hills Dr. Please provide comments. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Temporary Installation of Diagonal Diverters 

Are you open or receptive to the idea of installing diagonal diverters on a temporary basis to evaluate their 
effectiveness before making them permanent?   

Yes, I support a temporary installation No, I prefer permanent installation

Diagonal Diverters or Mini-Roundabouts 

Would you prefer to have a combination of diagonal diverters and street closures or mini roundabouts to help reduce 
cut-through traffic?  

Diagonal diverters and street closures Mini-roundabouts

Please explain your preference below 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Page  of 2 

Niether. Traffic should be allowed to disperse through the nieghborhoods. Closing access would push all

drivers onto Dresden, which makes it less likely that the city would narrow Dresden for bike lanes.

The mini-roundabouts are better idea, if traffic calming is needed. But the picture showed of a mini roundabout in Roswell is too

big. The proper term is Neighborhood Traffic Circle, which is built into the exisiting street width with no splitter islands. 

This is the only diagonal diverter I agree with, because it would help turn Coosawattee into a Bike Boulevard. The other closure

at Fernwood Circle is also a bad idea, but the intersection with Sylvan needs to be narrowed dramatically. 

x

x

Explained above, Neighborhood Traffic Circles are the best option in most cases. A well connected street 

grid works better than forcing everyone to concetrate onto Stroads. Especially when that stroad is Dresden.






