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We are excited at the progress we’ve made since 
Brookhaven became a city in 2012. Now entering our 
second decade, we want to share a focused look at 
the progress on our Parks Bond Program approved by 
voters in 2018. 

This year marks the culmination of a long list of trans-
formative improvements to several City parks, includ-
ing Ashford Park, Blackburn Park, Briarwood Park, 
Brookhaven Park, Lynwood Park, and Murphey Candler 
Park. And there’s more to come in 2023! Keep reading 
to see how we got here and where we’re heading. 

Turn the page for a brief 
history of our City Parks, 

how the community 
reached consensus on 
improvements, how the 
Parks Bond Program is 

managed, plus highlights 
on projects in the Program.  
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A Brief History of Our City Parks and 
Reaching Consensus on Improvements

Brookhaven inherited 11 DeKalb County parks and 
facilities upon incorporation in December 2012. 
Citizen-driven master planning started in 2014 with 
most site-specific plans completed by Fall 2015. 
Council adopted master plans in 2016 and contin-
ued to add parkland and greenspace. 
 
A 2018 change in county tax collections offered 
homeowners additional property tax relief but elimi-
nated the funding source for capital improvements to 
parks. Based on completed master plans, the City’s 
planning firm estimated $77.5 million (2018 dollars) 
was needed for park improvements.  
 
In July 2018, Council approved a bond referendum 
for the November ballot. Approved by nearly 60% 
of voters, $40 million in capital improvements was 
authorized for Brookhaven parks and facilities. 

Estimates for the Parks Bond 
Capital Improvement Program

Total - $40,263,420

Ashford Park

Blackburn Park

Briarwood Park

Brookhaven Park

Lynwood Park

Murphey Candler Park I

Systemwide parks 
funding

Issuance cost

$1,943,954

$1,279,810

$7,013,100

$6,000,000

$10,977,393

$8,984,138

$3,470,000

$595,026

The Parks Bond Program Relies on Professional Management and Citizen Oversight
Jacobs Engineering Group serves as the Parks Bond Program Manager. This includes monitoring 
design, updating City staff and the website, working with City Purchasing to bid projects, reporting to 
the Oversight Committee, and construction management services.

Clark Patterson Lee is the engineering and landscape architecture firm that designed Parks Bond 
improvements in Ashford Park, Briarwood Park, Blackburn Park, Lynwood Park, and Murphey  
Candler Park.

Lose Design is the engineering and landscape architecture firm that designed Parks Bond improve-
ments in Brookhaven Park, Blackburn Park, and the Briarwood Park pool.

The Parks Bond Oversight Committee was appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by Council in 
early 2019. The five-member committee consists of three positions with technical expertise and two 
citizen members. 

The committee initially met to review park plans as the design firms completed the master plan pro-
cess and moved to individual project design. The committee continued monitoring financial expendi-
tures for each park to confirm items listed in the Parks Bond Referendum were being implemented 
and constructed.

As of the end of 2022, the committee has met 19 times to hear updates and discuss program items 
with support from the Program Manager. Meeting agendas and minutes can be found on the City  
Calendar and Parks Bond web pages. 

Visit www.BrookhavenGA.gov/Parks-Bond-Ref to see more project pictures and site plans, 
review expenditures, learn about public involvement, and see how improvements 

have progressed since the Parks Bond Program started in 2018. 
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Ashford Park
Ashford Park improvements include a new splashpad 
(on the location of the old pavilion) and a new pavil-
ion sited on top of the hill. The splashpad features 
a multicolor soft surface and button activated water 
sprays. A lawn area, granite seatwalls, and a water 
curtain can double as seating and a stage area when 
the fountain is not in use.  A grand opening for the 
splashpad was held in June 2021 with a ribbon cutting 
by Mayor John Ernst, Councilman John Park, and a 
family selected by Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. 

The pavilion offers several picnic 
tables and ceiling fans to help 
cool off on hot days. 

A new park perimeter fence 
replaced the old one and includes 
gates for access from Caldwell 
Road and the park parking lot.

Briarwood Park 
The new Briarwood Park Pool opened in September 2020 
and was ready for the full summer swim season in 2021. 

The competition pool has six lanes with markers and 
starting blocks for youth swim meets. For younger kids and 
those just looking for a cool spot, the pool is connected to 
a zero-entry play area with multiple play features.

The pool deck offers several shade options 
including a pavilion, large umbrellas, and 
tables with umbrellas. Amenities of the new 
poolhouse include restrooms and changing 
rooms, concessions, a lifeguard room, and 
an office at the entry gate.

Permits have been submitted to the City 
and County for Briarwood Park Improve-
ments. The project will be bid and awarded
for construction in early 2023. Plans call for phased construction to minimize parking disruption 
during pool season and impacts to recreation center activities. Among the improvements are: 
• Upgrades to the Recreation Center parking lot and surrounding area, including additional 

parking spaces and general improvements, stormwater detention below the parking lot, and a 
bioswale along the lot to help direct stormwater to the detention feature    

• Modification of the park entrance with added parking and the removal of the entrance off  
Briarwood Way 

• New community garden and pavilion 
• Tennis pavilion, seating area, and additional parking 
• Trails and a bridge 
• Underground utilities
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Murphey Candler Park
As one of the largest City parks, improvements to Murphey Candler Park featured nine separate projects under

New Playground 
The playground on Candler Lake E was the first 
completed project in the park and was opened with a 
March 2021 ribbon cutting. The engineered mulch sur-
face playground includes three pods with a climbing 
castle, double swing set and spring riders, and a tree 
climber tower. Sidewalk access from the street and to 
an existing restroom building was also added.

Horseshoe Road and Community Green
The rebuilt Horseshoe Road opened in July 2022 follow-
ing the same route with one-lane, one-way traffic flow. New 
gravel parking spaces along the road provide access to the 
pavilions and Community Green. Thanks to careful planning 
during design and construction, no trees had to be removed. 
Safer access to the playground on Candler Lake E was add-
ed with a new sidewalk along the existing gravel parking.

The Community Green opened with a ribbon cutting 
and inaugural performance in September 2022. The 
Green is set inside the Horseshoe Road off Candler 
Lake E and features a lawn with seatwalls and a small 
stage to encourage community and neighborhood 
use. A new path connects the Green to the new play-
ground. 

Comments/Questions
ParksFeedback@BrookhavenGA.gov 
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the Parks Bond Program.  All projects are complete except for the Lake House, which will be constructed in 2023.

Happy Trails & More Parking
Trails upgrades and connectivity in the park and along Murphey Candler Lake were a major compo-
nent of the MCP improvements and were completed in different phases in 2021 and 2022 along with 
parking lot improvements that added more spaces. 

 The South Trail was opened with a 
ribbon cutting in September 2021. 
The 10’ wide concrete trail runs along 
Nancy Creek from the football park-
ing lot to the baseball/softball fields. 
Care was taken during design and 
construction to minimize tree removal 
along the trail route. Bridges were 
also added to cross the Murphey 
Candler Lake overflow and the North 
Fork Nancy Creek/lake spillway 
which improved access between the 
baseball and softball fields. 

A year later, the North Boardwalk 
opened in September 2022 providing 
access across the area just north of 
Murphey Candler Lake. The 10’ wide, 
wood boardwalk was built using a top-
down construction method to avoid 
disturbing the wetlands and natural 
area. The boardwalk has already be-
come a popular spot for birdwatching. 

One of the last projects completed in 2022 was the 
Multiuse Trail on Dam, which opened with a ribbon 
cutting in December. The project was designed and 
constructed in coordination with the Georgia EPD 
Safe Dams Program. The new 11’ wide trail replaced 
an old 5’ wide sidewalk and features seven overlooks 
with benches that provide places to rest and enjoy 
lake views.

The pool parking lot improvements 
opened for use in March 2022 with a resur-
faced south lot and an expanded north lot. 
Thirty parking spaces were added for ball 
field users and for the summer pool sea-
son. A new sidewalk along Candler Lake W 
offers safer access to the ball fields.

Turn the page for details on the MCP Lake House going to construction later this year!

South Lot

North Lot
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Murphey Candler Park

The Lake House
The Lake House will be the final Parks Bond project within Murphey Candler Park. Construction plans 
are currently in permitting with the City and DeKalb County. Once permitting is complete, the bidding 
and awarding of the construction contract is expected to happen in the first part the year. 

Construction will cap efforts that started in the early days of the Parks Bond Pro-
gram with extensive public outreach to help guide programming and determine 
features for the new facility to meet the community’s vision. Outreach kicked off 
in late 2019 and continued for most of 2020 with pop-ups at various events,

online surveys, and more. Undeterred by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the City offered virtual input 
sessions and provided a customized toolkit so 
residents could facilitate their own sessions with 
friends, neighbors, and other community groups. 
Results of the public input were shared during an 
open house in late February 2021. 

The project will also expand the 
existing parking lot from approxi-
mately 50 parking spaces to ap-
proximately 100 parking spaces 
to serve the Lake House and ball 
fields. In April 2021, the City ex-
tended a separate public input op-
portunity to help decide the extent 
and impact of additional parking to 
the corner of W Nancy Creek Dr 
and Candler Lake W. The commu-
nity’s expressed preference fell in 
the middle of the options provided. 

Scan QR code to 
view  Open House 
presentation. 

To make room for the parking lot 
expansion, the MCP Scout Hut was 
demolished in May 2022.

With available space and community consensus for the Lake House, the concept moved into the 
design phase in 2022. The 4,000 square-foot facility is designed to blend with its surroundings 
and offer panoramic views of the trees and the lake. It will include a multipurpose room that can 
be divided into three separate areas with collapsible partition walls, restrooms, an office, pantry, 
and storage. The pantry will be ideal for a catering kitchen with sinks, countertop space, refrig-
erator, and a microwave oven. Restrooms with exterior access for trail and park users will also 
be part of the building. The lake side of the building will have operable glass walls that can be 
opened to a large deck running the full length of the building for a view of the lake.



Brookhaven Parks Bond Update • 7

Lynwood Park
Construction of the Lynwood Park splashpad, pool, and synthetic turf field is on track for completion in 
time for the 2023 summer pool season. Most of the work in 2022 focused on below ground site prep,  
including adding and rerouting the existing sanitary sewer system and installing an underground stormwater 
detention system.

The 2016 park master plan included a lap pool and lazy river. The City held a town hall meeting in  
January 2020 to get community feedback on building a splashpad instead of the lazy river. The community 
was overwhelmingly in favor of the change. The most voiced request at the meeting was for more parking. 
As a result, two small lots were added creating 40 more parking spaces. Parking and drop-offs will be acces-
sible on both Osborne Road and Mendell Circle.

The splashpad will have a zero-depth area with multiple 
spray features and the 1’-deep wading pool area will have 
more features plus a slide structure. The lap pool will be  
3’-6” to 5’ deep. The poolhouse will have men’s and women’s 
restrooms with changing areas and showers, a concession 
room, lifeguard room, and an office. The poolhouse will also 
have restrooms accessible from the turf field. An adjacent 
pavilion, outside the pool fence, will be available for small-
group use.

The synthetic turf field will be 
striped for youth soccer and 
youth baseball/softball. The bas-
es layout could also be used for 
activities such as adult kickball. 
The field will have a sand and 
natural material infill. A second 
pavilion will be at the turf field. Splashpad site

Pool excavation

Blackburn Park
Blackburn Park has been spruced up with new marquee 
fencing and frontage landscaping (completed 2019), 
a renovated parking lot (completed Fall 2020) plus 
improvements to the lot on Donaldson Drive, shade 
structures, and landscaping throughout the park. 

The parking lot project included re-
setting all the granite curbs within the 
park, plus milling and repaving the ex-
isting asphalt. To help manage storm-
water, a bioretention pond was added 
that meets local and state regulations. 
The drive along the soccer field was 
realigned to get traffic off the roots of 
a 50-inch oak tree. An arborist helped 
ensure special care was taken for the 
large oak as well as a 34-inch tree at 
the playground.
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Brookhaven’s Cherry Blossom Festival Draws Thousands
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From The Mayorʼs Desk...

[ J. Max Davis, Mayor - 404.637. 0710 - jmax.davis@brookhavenga.gov]
www.facebook.com/BrookhavenGAGov 

www.youtube.com/user/CityofBrookhavenGA

Dear Neighbors,
I am honored to invite you to celebrate Brookhaven’s one-

year anniversary. We will be having a birthday celebration 

be a fun event for families..
We also will host a formal incorporation commemoration 

at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 17 on the green at Town Brookhaven 
to honor those who helped found the city. Brookhaven would 

volunteers who dedicated themselves to the formation of our 
great city. I thank each and every one of you who made this 
city possible and will be forever indebted to your service.

17, 2012. Since then, we have had numerous successes and 
milestones, including:
• More than doubling police coverage over prior County levels
• Assuming the maintenance of our parks
•
• Setting our millage rate one half mill below our cap
• Filling and repairing more than 110 potholes
• Completing 485 public works orders
• Repairing our sidewalks
•
• Issuing 1,316 new business licenses
• Issuing over 135 single family building permits
• Creating a $1 million reserve

your share of the tax burden and spends your tax dollars 
wisely. With this in mind, we have recently begun sidewalk 
installations and paving projects in each district this year - 
ahead of schedule. We are also launching our comprehensive 
plan, as well transportation and park plans, to provide a vision 
for the future growth of our beautiful city. Your input is vital 
and necessary, and I urge each of you to help us by contacting 
the city and participating in Brookhaven’s future. Please 
contact us at volunteer@brookhavenga.gov. 

I want to hear from all of you about what you want to see 

potential vision for Brookhaven in my State of the City address 
in January. I would like you to bring your suggestions to this 

in Oglethorpe University’s Lupton Hall. Residents may also 
visit me for “Mondays with the Mayor.” To schedule a meeting 
please contact the city clerk at 404-637-0464.

I wish you a safe Christmas and holiday season, and a very 
Happy Birthday to Brookhaven!

Sincerely,
Mayor J. Max Davis

brookhaven-news6page.indd   3-4

We want to hear from you!

The City of Brookhaven’s inaugural Cherry Blossom Festival 
drew more than 10,000 guests to Blackburn Park during the 
March 27-29 event. 

“It was great to see thousands of people of all ages from 
across Georgia enjoying the activities, from the music, to the 
children’s area to the pet activities,” said Council Member 
Rebecca Chase Williams, who first presented the idea for the 
festival. “The stunt dog show was a crowd favorite and the 
150 people and dogs in the pet parade had so much fun. Peo-
ple have told me how much they enjoyed this family-friendly 
event and that the cherry blossoms were beautiful!” 

About 225 cherry trees were planted last year in six of the 
city’s parks and at the entrance to City Hall on Peachtree 
Road. The cherry tree, a symbol of peace and good will, was 
adopted in April 2014 as the City of Brookhaven’s official 
tree. The event kicked off March 27 with live musical perfor-
mances, including the Brookhaven-based band Housebro-
ken. The fun continued throughout the weekend with more 
music, including performances by music legends The Coast-
ers and The Drifters, along with a 5K/1K run and walk and 
more stunt dogs.  

The final day’s events featured a pet parade and a 1K stroll 
through Blackburn Park, an arts and crafts market and a fun-
filled children’s village with Brookhaven’s own Mr. Greg’s 
Musical Madness. Food trucks, including Brookhaven-based 
Brook Lynn’s Own Sticks and Cones were also part of the fes-
tival. 

Mayor J. Max Davis was pleased with the festival’s success 
and the turnout. “One of the main purposes of the festi-
val was to build community and provide opportunities for 
Brookhaven businesses,” he said. “I am proud that people 
from all parts of the city came together to enjoy themselves 
at one of their city parks.” 

Hotel-Motel Tax at Work
The Cherry Blossom Festival and the 225 cherry trees 
planted for the event were funded by sponsorships 
and hotel-motel taxes generated by Brookhaven hotels. 
Brookhaven has one of the lowest hotel-motel tax rates 
in the metro area at 5 percent. State law requires local 
governments to use 40 percent of hotel-motel taxes to 
promote and attract tourism. This restricted revenue 
is not part of the city’s general fund. Events like the 
Brookhaven Cherry Blossom festival qualify for this 
funding. We thank our hotels for helping make Cherry 
Blossom and future festivals in Brookhaven possible.

Brookhaven Police K9 
Grizz Finds Lost Jewelry 
During Festival

Brookhaven Police Department K9 
Grizz and his handler Officer John 
Ritch recently found a lost piece 
of jewelry, which was a family 
heirloom.. The incident took place 
during the City of Brookhaven’s In-
augural Cherry Blossom Festival at 
Blackburn Park. 

While Officer Ritch and K9 Grizz were working off-duty 
overnight security for the Cherry Blossom Festival, they 
were approached by a visitor who asked for assistance to 
locate her missing silver bracelet.  Officer Ritch suggested 
that Grizz could track down articles with human scent on 
them. 

After a few minutes, Grizz alerted that he had located such 
an item. Officer Ritch then picked up the object, a silver 
bracelet, and showed it to the visitor, who confirmed it was 
her beloved bracelet that had been in her family for genera-

tions. The visitor became overjoyed 
with tears and thanked Officer 

Ritch and K9 Grizz for their help. 

A K9 dog’s sense of smell 
is at least 10,000 times 

more acute than hu-
mans. K9 Officers can 
search an area four 
times faster than 
human beings can, 
and with much high-
er accuracy. K9 dogs 
identify objects first 
by scent, followed by 
voice, and then by sil-
houette. Once police 
dogs find an object, 

they alert their handler 
in different ways. Dogs 

must first have basic obe-
dience training. All com-
mands must be followed 
without hesitation so of-
ficers can ensure that a 
dog will never lose con-
trol and hurt someone.

Brookhaven Park
The City acquired the front half 
of Brookhaven Park from DeKalb 
County in 2022 after years of 
negotiation and litigation, which 
allowed the design of planned 
park improvements to proceed. 
Construction documents are cur-
rently in permitting with the City 
and County and work is expected to begin in early 2023. 
Playtime with four-legged friends at the dog park will benefit 
from several amenities including a new parking lot and pavil-
ion with restrooms and patio. Two legged-visitors can enjoy 
the new larger playground with restrooms and pavilion. 
Safety improvements include modifications to the stormwater 
pond/system and trail improvements for fire fighter access.   
Additional options based on available budget include: 
• Large group pavilion (bid alternate)
• Stage area (bid alternate)
• Pavilion at community garden (bid alternate) 
Design of the Peachtree Road sidewalk widening and entry 
gate is proceeding in coordination with GDOT. Sidewalk con-
struction will be funded outside of the Parks Bond Program.

Systemwide items included 
in the Parks Bond Referen-
dum include:
• Capital Project  

Management helps  
ensure projects meet  
budgets and schedules 
and is being provided 
by Jacobs Engineering 
Group.  

• Murphey Candler Lake 
Dredging was completed 
with oversight by Public 
Works in Summer 2020.  

• Invasive Species eradi-
cation is an ongoing effort 
managed by Parks & 
Recreation staff. 

• Park Security is being 
implemented in new park 
facilities and throughout 
the existing parks by the 
City’s Information  
Technology Department.

Keep up with the Parks Bond Program at www.BrookhavenGA.gov/Parks-Bond-Ref


