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One of my favorite things about this job is watching our City get better and better 
each day. It’s a good feeling to know we’re not just making cosmetic changes - we 
are, in fact, making sure that future generations will continue to take pride in call-
ing Brookhaven home.

One way we’re accomplishing this is by building up our infrastructure. We’re 
ahead of schedule on a five-year paving plan that was implemented in 2016. So 
much ahead of schedule that we will soon have a new five-year plan based on a 
high-tech method of evaluating our roads’ current conditions. I do believe that we 
will soon be able to say we have the best roads in the state, if not the country.

We are also making rapid progress on the Peachtree Creek Greenway. It’s no lon-
ger a dream; it’s actually being built, and I can’t wait until the opening event later 
this year. I’ve always said that regional connectivity and cooperation is important - 
the PCG is bigger than us and already a game-changer for the region.

Last but not least, we’re also about having fun in Brookhaven, so be sure to check 
out our pools and playgrounds - we have a brand new ADA-accessible playground 
in Murphey Candler Park that anyone can enjoy, and a cool new playground, open 
space and food truck location in Blackburn Park. You’ll be seeing more exciting 
stuff in the months to come at our parks, thanks to the $40 million parks bond you 
approved last year.

Don’t hesitate to contact me at John.Ernst@BrookhavenGA.gov or at 404-637-
0710 with any questions or concerns. I hope to see you at a Town Hall or City 
Council meeting. Thank you for all you do to make Brookhaven better!

Happy summer, Brookhaven!

John Ernst, Mayor
John.Ernst@BrookhavenGA.gov

Building a solid foundation
From the Mayor’s Desk

Town Hall Schedule
Mayor Ernst will host the follow-
ing town halls at City Hall, 4362 

Peachtree Road, 6 to 7 p.m.:
•	 Thursday, July 18
•	 Thursday, Aug. 15
•	 Thursday, Sept. 19
•	 Thursday, Oct. 17
•	 Thursday, Nov. 21
•	 Thursday, Dec. 19
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City Vision and Mission
The following are vision and mission statements of 
the City of Brookhaven.

Vision
Brookhaven will be nationally recognized as a 
beautiful community where multiple generations can 
live in safety, flourish in business and succeed in a 
historic, sustainable environment with exceptional 
education and transportation options.

Mission
In support of the Brookhaven vision, the City  
government shall: encourage and maintain a  
beautiful community, meet public safety needs, 
develop an environment for business success, 
promote sustainable projects and activities, identify 
and preserve historic and neighborhood resources, 
facilitate educational opportunities, and improve 
transportation conditions, connectivity, and  
options while listening to and communicating with 
the public.

The Brookhaven City Council generally 
meets the second and fourth Tuesday of 

each month at 3:30 and 7 p.m. 
at 4362 Peachtree Road. 

Visit www.BrookhavenGA.gov for 
schedule changes.

City meetings are streamed online and 
archived at www.BrookhavenGA.gov. 
To access meetings and videos, go to 
the Meetings & Agendas tab near the 

bottom of the homepage.

Linley Jones
District 1
Linley.Jones@BrookhavenGA.gov

John Park
District 2

John.Park@BrookhavenGA.gov

Bates Mattison
District 3
Bates.Mattison@BrookhavenGA.gov

Mayor Pro Tem
Joe Gebbia

District 4
Joe.Gebbia@BrookhavenGA.gov

City Council
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Crumbling infrastructure in cities and towns across 
America is a hot topic in the mainstream press. New 
facilities, improved roads and sidewalks, and upgraded 
wastewater and sanitation systems are crucial to the 
strong quality of life that residents expect and deserve. 

Some cities, however, are preparing for the future, 
pulling out all stops to put infrastructure building 
blocks into place that will lay the foundation for suc-
cess stretching into the decades ahead. 

Brookhaven is one of those cities.
Brookhaven’s situation is unique in that, with incor-

poration, City leaders inherited an old infrastructure 
system in dire need of repair and upgrade. 

Since its transformation over the past century from 
a sleepy urban community to a bustling new “city,” 
Brookhaven’s leaders have been focused on carrying 
out crucial capital improvement projects based on long 
range comprehensive plans created with substantial 
citizen input. Based on these plans, projects are contin-
uously prioritized to address issues as they occur, or,  

in many cases, proactively before any problems arise.  
As one of a cluster of gateway cities where travelers 

can enter Atlanta via Buford Highway and Peachtree 
Industrial Boulevard, there’s no question that thou-
sands of people travel its roads daily, giving rise to un-
paralleled wear and tear on the City’s major roadways.

Brookhaven has been carrying out, often ahead 
of schedule, an aggressive five-year paving program 
approved in 2016. In April 2017, the City Council 
approved a $4.72 million contract for road paving, 
the most aggressive in City history. The paving frenzy 
moved into high gear in 2017 when 26.05 lane-miles 
(67 roads) were completed and in 2018 an additional 
13.79 lane-miles (40 roads) were paved. 

“Our paving program helps us prioritize projects 

Laying a foundation

Infrastructure 
upgrades are a 

top priority 
in Brookhaven

City of Brookhaven contractors 
complete the Caldwell Road 
multi-use path.
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with available funding,” noted Brookhaven Mayor 
John Ernst. “We started paving roads on the 2018 list 
in 2017. In 2018 we completed everything on the 2018 
list and all but three roads on the 2019 list. Moving the 
projects along on an accelerated schedule allows us 
to lock in the previous year’s pricing, saving the City 
money in the long term.” 

The City is on track to pave about 6.85 more lane-
miles throughout 2019. “This year, we are going to 
re-evaluate all of our roads, reprioritize and put those 
SPLOST (Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax) 
funds that the voters approved in the roads in the most 
economically and scientifically efficient way to get the 
best roads at the best price,” Ernst added.

The City’s infrastructure plans have also expanded 
beyond paving roads to improving residential connec-
tivity. In 2017, 4,810 feet of sidewalks were installed 
throughout City neighborhoods with 15 more side-
walks, totaling 13,900 linear feet, added in 2018.

“These sidewalk projects are another step in the right 
direction to make Brookhaven a greener and more 
pedestrian friendly place to live, work, and play,” said 
Hari Karikaran, Brookhaven, Public Works Director. 
“Several additional improvements are included in 
these sidewalk projects, specifically ADA ramps, land-
scaping, and curb installation.”

Stormwater management is another critical issue 
facing the future of Brookhaven, added Mayor Ernst. 
“It was put to the test in 2017 when we were affected 
by Hurricane Irma,” he recalled. “While the deluge 
knocked down thousands of trees throughout the City, 
Brookhaven’s stormwater system was able to weather 
the storm. Thanks to our proactive efforts to initiate a 
City Stormwater Maintenance Program, which in-
cluded improvements to the existing storm drainage 

system, we were able to manage 
the precipitation brought by the 
storm. This goes to show that 
when we invest in and take care of 
our stormwater infrastructure, it 
will, in turn, take care of us.”

And on the infrastructure radar 
for 2019? City officials are resort-
ing to a proven visioning process 
that has helped generate short, 

mid, and long-term options, utilizing considerable 
public input, to improve traffic operations, safety and 
multimodal connectivity: corridor studies. This was 
done with one major artery, Ashford Dunwoody Road, 
in 2017 and was revived this year with another major 
thoroughfare, North Druid Hills Road. 

Public meetings were held in January to solicit input 
on the corridor study on topics ranging from improved 
connectivity and enhanced access to key destinations 
to improving the efficiency of traveling along North 
Druid Hills, improving traffic operations at key inter-
sections and accommodating changes in traffic pat-
terns from DeKalb County School redistricting.

With an eye toward transparency, Brookhaven is 
creating ways to make it easier for residents to see the 
status of any given project, view active code enforce-
ment or permits online or detailed plans for any one 
particular initiative. The Project Portal Viewer on the 
City website offers an interactive map where viewers 
can toggle on and off active code enforcement, zoning/
variance or the status of capital improvement projects. 
This latest transparency effort joins Project Portal, 
added in 2018, an online portal for electronic applica-
tions, plan submittals, payments, scheduling, inspec-
tions, and project status.   

Albert Einstein once said that, “No problem can 
be solved from the same level of consciousness that 
created it.” The same wisdom can be applied when it 
comes to updating a city’s infrastructure. Sure, damage 
can be repaired repeatedly, using the proverbial “band 
aid” effect. But the same problems can (and do) occur 
the next time something drastic happens.  

So Brookhaven’s overall attitude toward infrastruc-
ture? Fix (or upgrade) it right the first time!    

Brookhaven’s stormwater 
maintenance program paid 
off when Hurricane Irma blew 
through the City, resulting in  
minimal flooding.
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From simple burglaries or homicides 
to multi-car crashes, every criminal case 
is as unique and different as an indi-
vidual fingerprint. While crime scene 
investigation (CSI)-themed tv shows 
neatly wrap up every crime in their 
allotted 60-minute time frame, that 
couldn’t be farther from the truth in the 
real world. 

Crime Solving 101 notes that one 
major element in solving any case is 
good documentation of the crime or 
crash scene. In the “old days” this could 
often be a time-consuming effort using 
old school tools like tape measures and 
photographs.

Until now.
In today’s golden age of technology, 

high-tech equipment such as the new 
FARO® Focus 3D laser scanner system 
being used by the Brookhaven Police 
Department (BPD) is now available to 
help officers and CSIs do their jobs fast-
er and more efficiently. 

“From the moment we get the first 
dispatch call to a crime or crash scene, 
we have to start considering all of the 
elements involved, up to and including 
the time the case goes to court where we 
have to present solid evidence to juries,” 
says Brookhaven CSI Supervisor Jeff 
Hightower. “Depending on the scope of 
the offense, this ‘day in court’ can take 
days, months, or years, long after the 
crime scene has been cleared.”

To understand what caused a crash 
or gather the elements of a crime scene, 
it is necessary to capture and preserve 
the scene as quickly and accurately as 
possible. To do this, the officers need to 
have the equipment that allows them 
to work efficiently and with confidence. 

From crime scene to courtroom, new system 
enables BPD to solve cases more efficiently 

Hi-tech crime solving

Brookhaven Police Department 
Investigator Shelby Little  
trains on the new FARO  
system that will increase 
efficiency in crime data 
collection and preservation.
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Good photos and mapping are necessary to tell the vi-
sual story of what took place, but photos and diagrams 
often lack context. A picture may be worth a thousand 
words, but crime scene mapping using tools such as 
FARO provide enhanced context, accuracy, and speed.

Investigators are always racing against time at every 
crime scene to document the scene before it is contam-
inated and gone forever. Using older methods usually 
took three to four hours. On-site challenges often in-
clude possible disruption of the scene and its evidence, 
overlooked evidence, or the physical scope of the scene 
being mapped can often be large and complex. 

With FARO, Hightower noted, mapping time has 
been practically cut in half and 
the pristine scene captured in 
perpetuity, which is especially 
important if the case goes to 
court months down the road. 
The compact system consists of 
a lightweight portable scan-
ner, a tripod, and spherical 
“markers” for noting distance 
between pieces of evidence. 
The system is easy to operate 
and the laser can be moved 
around parameters of the scene 
to document every inch of 
space and can map an area up 
to 70 meters in size. It includes 
Crash Zone software for use 
on either crime scenes or for 
accident scene reconstruction.

Whether in bright sunlight 
or complete darkness, the 
scanner can capture the entire 
scope of the scene in a 3D presentation, and every-
thing the laser can “see” is recorded as data points 
or “clouds.” This point cloud can be manipulated to 
digitally create measurements, diagrams, recreate and 
animate scenes, and present “walk- throughs” that are 
acceptable for court room presentations. The point 
cloud preserves the crime scene exactly as it was at 
that exact moment in time, which is important months 
later when the scene has long been contaminated.

“In crash scene instances, there is usually pressure 
to get the scene mapped and the road open as soon as 
possible,” Hightower added.  “The laser scanner can 
quickly recreate and animate a 3D map, showing ev-
erything from cars to people to objects in just minutes. 
It can capture impact zones, where the impact started, 
determine the weight of the car, and measure road 

conditions. Further, it can use mathematical calcula-
tions to determine what direction the car was traveling 
and measure skid marks to conclude how fast the car 
was accelerating.”

High-tech equipment is expensive, but the good 
news is the $62,000 Brookhaven FARO system was 
purchased with asset forfeiture monies, thus saving tax 
dollars. “We have an officer assigned to a federal task 
force for agencies like the FBI and DEA,” said Major 
Don Chase. “Therefore, we receive a percentage of 
monies from federal cases worked by that officer that 
can only be spent specifically on tools to assist law 
enforcement. This can range from guns or other equip-

ment to police dogs, body cameras, 
training materials, etc.”

While the Brookhaven FARO 
system will be used primarily for 
mapping crime and accident scenes, 
it can be utilized for additional pur-
poses such as strategic planning, said 
Hightower. “If we have an upcoming 
event that we need to know parame-
ters on such as required manpower, 
officer placement, and other safety 
components, we can use the 3D scan-
ner to map the area and determine 
the law enforcement needs for the 
event,” he added. 

“We can also choose to be pro-
active and document the layout of 
public buildings such as schools, 
churches or city facilities and should 
that facility ever be compromised 
in something like a SWAT situation, 
we would have a detailed internal 

‘picture’ of the structure on file to reference to help us 
maneuver our way through the building. This way we 
won’t have to rely solely on blueprints or photos show-
ing the inside of the building, plus we will be aware 
of any obstacles that may be in the way that are not 
shown on a blueprint.” 

Hightower and his staff are currently in training on 
how to use the FARO equipment as are other depart-
ment detectives and officers in the crime unit so it can 
be utilized in multiple cases. “More and more, we are 
realizing the need for upgrading our technology so we 
are not left behind compared to other police depart-
ments who have the better, more efficient equipment,” 
concludes Hightower. “Systems like FARO will help 
us to do our job smarter, more efficiently, and at a cost 
savings to the department and Brookhaven taxpayers.”

High-tech 
equipment is 

expensive, but the 
good news is the 

$62,000 Brookhaven 
FARO system was 

purchased with 
asset forfeiture 
monies, thus 

saving tax 
dollars.
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Keep grass clippings and 
yard waste out of streets 

and storm drains to 
reduce mosquito habitat. 

 
 
 
 

You can learn more about 
BTi by visiting 
http://www.mosquitorevi
ews.com/bacillus- 
thuringiensis-bti.html.  

 

 
You can apply BTi in yard 
inlets or hang dunks from 
grates.  Remove debris first 
if you can. Repeat after rain. 

 

Rain Barrel Maintenance 
 

Raise barrel on concrete blocks or 
sturdy foundation.  Secure well to 
prevent tipping.  Drain overflow 
at least 5’ from the house. Replace 
torn screens and keep lids tight. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mosquitoes will not 
breed in moving 
water or in areas 
that hold water less 
than a week. 

Does Your HOA or property 
have Stormwater Control 
Measures (SCMs)?  
SCMs (grassy swales, ponds, 
bioretention, etc.) are designed to 
avoid mosquito problems by draining 
within 3-5 days, or if in permanently 
wet conditions, through ecological 
balance with fish and other aquatic 
organisms that eat mosquito larvae. 

 
Maintenance is required to keep 
SCMs functioning well and mosquito-
free. Routine inspections are required 
several times per year and after each 
storm with more than one inch of 
rain.  Guidance is available in the 
Georgia Stormwater Management 
Manual at 
http://www.atlantaregional.com/envi
ronment/georgia-stormwater-manual 

 
Mosquito Life Cycle (Aedes spp.) 

 

The City of Brookhaven Stormwater 
Management Crew monitors public 
land for mosquito outbreaks.  They 
also sweep the streets regularly and 
maintain storm drains in public 
right-of-ways on a routine basis to 
remove debris where mosquitoes 
may lay eggs. 

 
Please report mosquito problems 
coming from street storm drains or 
public land by emailing 
stormwater@brookhavenga.gov. 

 
 
 

www.cdc.gov 
 

• Females of Aedes mosquitoes lay eggs above the waterline on 
containers holding water.  Eggs are sticky and can survive 
without water for 8 months. 

• Once submerged, eggs hatch into larvae.  The larval stage lasts 
about 5 days.  Larvae eat microorganisms in the water, molt three 
times before becoming pupae. 

• Pupae develop in 2-3 days. 
• Adults emerge from the pupae. They will stay within a small 

territory, but those from your yard WILL bother neighbors! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Brookhaven
              Stormwater Division
             4362 Peachtree Road
      Brookhaven, Georgia 30319

 

  Department  of  Public  Works
              City  of  
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Enjoy the outdoors; 
avoid hosting mosquitoes 

 
Aquatic larvae of the Aedes aegypti 
mosquito (below) pupate and 
become adults within a week. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photos: Vectorbase.org ▲ 

        CDC.gov ► 
 

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has our attention about 
mosquitoes through news of the Zika virus outbreak.  It is important for 
us to reduce mosquito breeding sites, and to take precautions while 
working or playing outdoors to prevent unpleasant bites and illness.  
Several mosquito species can transmit diseases to humans (e.g., West 
Nile and Chikungunya viruses, and Eastern Equine and LaCrosse 
Encephalitis) and can transmit heartworms to dogs. 

 

Nearly 60 species of mosquitoes live in Georgia, and their habits and 
characteristics vary.  Both males and females drink nectar and plant 
juices, and are plant pollinators.  Only females supplement their diet 
with blood, needed for egg production. 

 

Some species breed in permanent ponds or wetlands; other species 
breed in temporary waters that collect in objects around our homes or 
in flooded areas. 

 

Mosquitoes can breed in just one teaspoon of water, so drain or treat 
standing water in and around your home for comfort and health while 
enjoying your yard.  The CDC also recommends that while you are 
outdoors, you wear protective clothing and use EPA- registered insect 
repellants according to directions.  

to keep your yard 
mosquito-free! 

 
 

1. Empty & throw away or recycle old 
bottles, cans and plastic containers. 

 

2. Clean gutters to allow proper drainage. 
 

3. Turn buckets, baby pools, and boats 
upside down when not in use.  
Check rims and indentations weekly. 

 

4. Change water in birdbaths, ornamental 
ponds and fountains at least once a 
week.  Aeration also helps. 

 

5. Tightly cover rain barrels and open 
ends of drainage pipes with fine 
meshed screen. 

 

6. Wash and take old tires to a tire drop-
off location for recycling. 

 

7. Fill tree holes or place Bti inside where 
water collects. 

 

8. Empty water from outside containers 
such as flowerpots, vases, dishes. 

 

9. Repair leaky water faucets, hoses and 
air conditioners to avoid stagnant 
puddles. 

 

10. Clean excess vegetation from ponds 
and stock them with fish. 

 
Non-toxic, inexpensive BTi is your best friend! 
Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis (Bti) is a biological mosquito larvicide that targets mosquito and 
black fly larvae without harming humans, pets, amphibians, dragonflies, fish or birds. Found 
commercially in rings (dunks) or bits, you can safely treat unused swimming pools, wet areas, 
rain barrels, tree holes, or storm drain inlets.  A full ring treats up to 100 sq. ft. and slowly 
releases for 30 days.  “Bits” work immediately but for only a week or two.  Bti products are 
available at home and garden stores or online.  Use according to directions.  More information 
can be found at http://www.domyownpestcontrol.com/bti-mosquito-dunks-p-323.html  

Section of Nancy Creek - Brookhaven



Food Truck Roundup
DATES: Wednesdays, through Oct. 2    
TIME: 6-9 p.m.
LOCATION: Blackburn Park,  
3493 Ashford Dunwoody Road
DETAILS: Join us on Wednesdays at Black-
burn Park for our weekly Food Truck Roundup 
in the pavilion area. Each night will feature food 
trucks, a bounce house, and live entertainment. 
This is a family-friendly event so bring the kids, 
dogs, and whoever else is hungry!

Dive in Movie
DATE: Saturday, July 13
TIME: 9 p.m. 
PRICE: Free
LOCATION: Briarwood Pool,  
2235 Briarwood Way
DETAILS: Cool off in the pool while enjoying a 
fun movie on a giant inflatable screen. Conces-
sions will be available for purchase.

Movies in the Moonlight  
Summer Series
JULY 19: Brookhaven Park,  
4158 Peachtree Road
AUG. 2: Blackburn Park,  
3493 Ashford Dunwoody Road
TIME: 7:30-11 p.m.
PRICE: Free admission
DETAILS: Enjoy a free movie under the stars in 
Brookhaven’s beautiful parks. Bring a blanket 
and a picnic. Refreshments available. Movies 
to be announced soon.

Hot Pursuit Glow Run 5K
& Tot Trot
PRICE: 
5K - $25 through 8/13; $35 through 8/20
1.5M - $20 through 8/13; $25 through 8/20
Tot Trot - Free
DATE: Saturday, Aug. 24
TIME: 7:45 p.m.
LOCATION: 1551 W. Nancy Creek Drive
DETAILS: Registration is open for the annu-
al Brookhaven PD Hot Pursuit Glow Run 5K, 
benefiting the Police Department’s Shop with a 
Badge initiative. 
RACE DAY SCHEDULE: 
6:30-7:45 p.m. - Packet pick up; race day  
registration; get your glow gear on!
7:45 p.m. - Tot Trot start (6 and under)
8:15 p.m. - 5K start
8:25 p.m. - 1.5 M start
9 p.m. - Awards

Doggy Dip Day
DATE: Sunday, Sept. 8
SMALL DOGS, 0-35 lbs: 1-2:30 p.m.
LARGE DOGS, 35+ lbs: 3-4:30 p.m.
LOCATION: Murphey Candler Park Pool,  
1551 W. Nancy Creek Drive
PRICE: $10 per dog
DETAILS: Brookhaven Parks & Recreation 
Department invites pooches to come out and 
enjoy one last splash of summer at Doggy Dip 
Day.

Visit www.BrookhavenGA.gov for updated calendar and event schedule.

Mark Your Calendars
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Always Be Notified.
Alerts and notifications help inform you on weather, 

traffic, and other emergencies in your community. When 
you opt-in for alerts, you will have the option to choose 

the kind of notifications you prefer to receive.

Sign up at www.BrookhavenGA.gov/
BrookhavenAlert



BROOKHAVEN, GA 

Brookhaven Connect 
EFFORTLESS CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT 

Real-time Updates Simple Reporting Access Anywhere 

The City of Brookhaven is excited to provide residents improved access to 
issue reporting and other helpful city information. Visit the city's website or 

search for 'Brookhaven Connect' in your opp store to download today. 

www.brookhavenga.gov c1TYOsouR.CED 


